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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 3/23/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to the applicant's argument against claim 1 , the examiner disagrees 
with the applicant's assertion that the "tongue and groove-type joint... does not permit 
removal of the fitment from the container" because the "tongue and groove-type joint" is 
never a permanent welded or glued joint between two components. The applicant fails 
to present fact to support for such interpretation. Finally, the Gentile reference does not 
have to show any structure to permit removal because the limitation of such structure is 
not presented in the claim. 

With respect to the applicant's argument against claims 3 and 16, the elements 
about 62, 64 of cap 56, when joint to the device, will act as a "living hinge" as claimed, 
which connects the cover to the cap. The claim does not present any other structure or 
function that would overcome the broadest reasonable interpretation of the "living 
hinge." 

With respect to the applicant's argument against claims 9 and 10, the applicant's 
argument is narrower than the claims. There is no mention of any cover fitted over a 
roller or any structure defining a paint pad. Therefore, the application element of 
Gentile can be considered as "a paint pad" or "a paint roller cover" given the broadest 
reasonable interpretation from one of ordinary skill in the art as the time the invention 
was made. 
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With respect to the applicant's argument against claims 11,14 and 22, the 
examiner's disagrees with the applicant's interpretation of what a valve should and 
should not include. The examiner considered multiple elements 12, 66, 36 and 38 
made up the valve since element 38 slide on element 66 of element 12 to provide a 
valve connection with element 36. The claim fails to claim any specific structure to 
distinguish from the broadest reasonable interpretation of the valve of Gentile. 

The applicant's arguments against claims 25-28 have been addressed above. 

The previous office action is maintained as indicated below. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should avoid using 
phrases, which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure generally relates to" on line 1 
of the abstract. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: "roller 16 
cover" on line 17 of page 4 should be -roller cover 16- (see line 17 of page 3). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1-28 are objected to because of the following informalities: "a contents" 
on line 6 of claim 1 and line 5 of claims 14 and 25 is grammatically incorrect; and "the 
rim" on line 1 of claims 4 and 17 lack antecedent in the claim. Appropriate correction is 
required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gentile 
et al. (hereinafter Gentile). 

In regard to claims 1,9, 10, 14 and 23, Gentile discloses a paint applicator 
comprising a container (1) having an opening; and a housing assembly (see Fig. 2a) 
removably attached to the container, the housing assembly comprising a paint 
application element (14), which can be considered as "a paint pad" or "a paint roller 
cover", and a push-pull valve (see cols. 3-4), the paint application element being 
adjacent to the valve (see Fig. 2a), and the push-pull valve being in fluid communication 
with a content of the container. 

In regard to claims 2 and 15, the housing assembly comprises a cap (about 2) 
adapted to substantially seal the opening of the container, and a cover (56) adapted to 
engage the cap. 

In regard to claims 3 and 16, the paint applicator further comprises a "living 
hinge" (about 62, 64) connecting the cover to the cap. 4. 

In regard to claims 4 and 17, a rim comprises a bead and the cap includes an 
annular channel for receiving the rim, the annular channel including a plurality of ribs 
adapted to interact with the bead to substantially seal the cap to the container (see Fig. 
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2a where member 2 engages the bead of the container, the ribs are above and below 
the bead). 

In regard to claims 5 and 18, the cap includes a recess (the recess under 
member 8, see Figs. 2a and 5) and the cover includes a projection (64, see Figs. 2a 
and 2b) adapted to interact with the recess to provide a snap-fit engagement between 
the cap and the cover. 

In regard to claims 6 and 19, the cover includes a recess (between 62 and 64, 
see Figs. 2a and 2b) and the cap includes a projection (about member 8, see Figs. 2a 
and 5) adapted to interact with the recess to provide a snap-fit engagement between the 
cap and the cover. 

In regard to claims 7 and 20, the cap is adapted to engage the paint application 
element (about 20, see Fig. 2b). 

In regard to claims 8 and 21, the cover is adapted to engage the paint application 
element (via cap 2 when the cover 56 is place thereon). 

In regard to claims 1 1 and 12, the push- pull valve comprises a face (about 12) 
having a contour that is complementary to an outer diameter of the paint roller cover 
and the face is in contact with an outer diameter of the paint roller cover (see Fig. 2b). 

In regard to claims 13 and 24, an aperture (about 18, see Fig. 2a) of the push- 
pull valve would be positioned above a centerline of the paint application element in use 
in an upside down position. 

In regard to claims 25-28, the method as claimed would be inherent during 
normal use of the Gentile device. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan N. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4892. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (10:00-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine R. Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4835. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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